Chronic naloxone increases opiate binding in SHR and WKY rats.
We have previously reported that chronic administration of naloxone to SHR and WKY rats results in a significant increase in their systolic blood pressure relative to control animals. In the present study we show that chronic naloxone is also accompanied by a marked increase in the number of brain opiate receptors. Although the relative difference in blood pressure diminishes with increasing maturity, the elevation in brain opiate receptors remains in the treated animals. Mechanisms for these differential effects are discussed.